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Divine Liturgy
Livestreams and recordings of services on the parish’s Facebook page: facebook.com/pg/ByzantineMilwaukee/videos/. An account is not needed.
Intention:

Happy and eternal repose of the soul of JAMES JOSEPH Littlefield (req. by
Fr. Philaret)

Hymns
Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 4):
The Women disciples of the Lord heard
from the Angels the joyful news of the resurrection, and casting away the ancestral
sentence, they announced with pride to
the Apostles: Death is vanquished, Christ
God is risen! And has bestowed great
mercy upon the world.

tyr, George, since you are a deliverer of
captives, a doctor for the sick and a noble
attendant to kings, intercede for us to
Christ God, that he may save our souls!
Kontakion of the Pharisee and the Publican: Let us shun the proud attitude of the
boastful Pharisee and learn humility from
the Publican’s sighs; let us cry out to our
Savior: “Have mercy on us, O You who
alone are merciful!”

Troparion of St. George: St. George: O
Great among the saints and glorious marProkimenon:

Make vows to the Lord your God and fulfill them; let all round about
bring gifts to the awesome God.

Stichon:
God is renowned in Judah; in Israel, great is his name.
Apostolic Reading:
2 Timothy, 3:10-15
My son Timothy, you have followed my
teaching, my behavior, my faith, my longsuffering, my love, my patience, my persecutions, my afflictions such as befell me in
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, such persecutions as I suffered: and out of them all,
the Lord delivered me. And all who want
to live piously in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution. But the wicked and impostors

will go from bad to worse, erring and
leading into error. As for you, keep on
with the things you have learned and
which have been entrusted to you, and remember from whom you have learned
them. For you have known from infancy
the Sacred Scriptures which are able to
give you instruction for your salvation by
the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

Alleluia:

Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us sing joyfully to God our Savior!

Stichon:

Let us greet his presence with thanksgiving; let us joyfully sing psalms to
him.
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Gospel: Sunday of Pharisee and Publican, Lk 18:10-14
The Lord told this parable: “Two men
went up to the temple to pray, the one a
Pharisee and the other a publican. The
Pharisee stood and began to pray thus
within himself: ‘O God, I thank you that I
am not like the rest of men, robbers, dishonest, adulterers, or even like this publican. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all I
possess.’ But the publican, standing far off,

would not so much as lift up his eyes to
heaven, but kept striking his breast, saying, ‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I
tell you; this man went back to his home
justified rather than the other; for anyone
who exalts himself shall be humbled, and
anyone who humbles himself shall be exalted.

Stewardship
Last Sunday: candles=$2; ordinary collections=$554. Thanks for your generosity!
Owed to eparchy (assessment, retirement and medical insurance; last updated December 19, 2021): $33,738
Donation letters for tax purposes were mailed last week. Please contact Benjamin Neumann with any questions: benjamin@byzantinemilwaukee.com.
Want to automate donations? One-time or monthly payments via PayPal: byzantinemilwaukee.com/donate. Use your bank’s online billpay (payee information): St. George’s
Syrian Congregation · 1617 W State St · Milwaukee, WI 53233-1246; phone: (414) 3421543; email: info@byzantinemilwaukee.com.

Prayer List
Please remember—All those who are sick and in need: Alice Herro*, Nick Langenfeld,
Barb Moden (sister of Jan Taylor), Eva Nora (niece of the Noras), Bob Peterson, Joe
Radanovich, the Rebholz family, Eva Saseen (Theresa and Janelle Herro’s niece), Jan
Taylor, Kathy Tomaz, John Zambo and Kathy Zambo. For those we have been asked to
pray for: Justin & Krysten Hager (Jan Taylor). For those who have died: Margaret Littlefield (mother of Fr. Philaret).
* Please particularly remember Alice Herro who has been having health issues recently.
Sunday:

Schedule for This Week

Sunday of the Prodigal Son
10:30am Divine Liturgy

Congratulations and Happy Birthday to Gerald Nora (2/9). May God grant you many
years!

Practical Suggestions for Fasting
Fasting, like prayer, is something we can grow into. If you are not accustomed to fasting,
it can be helpful to begin at one level and deepen your practice as your grow in your life
in Christ. The following plan might be helpful.
3

February 6, 2022 — Sunday of the Pharisee and the Publican
Beginning level: On Wednesdays and Fridays do not eat any meat and offer a brief
prayer several times throughout the day. During the fasting seasons of Great Lent and
the Dormition Fast, attend at least one Leneten Service each week. Before the Presanctified Liturgy during Great Lent, do not eat anything for several hours.
A deeper level: In addition to the above, on fast days, do not eat anything before noon
and no meat thereafter. Keep additional fast days during the fasting seasons. During
Great Lent, in addition to avoiding meat on Wednesdays and Fridays, also avoid dairy
products. Attend two Lenten Services weekly and preform some act of charity each day
A further level: In addition to the above, keep each day in the fasting seasons as a fast
day. Attend all the Divine Services during the fasting seasons. Replace entertainments
such as TV, movies, shopping, etc. with prayer, spiritual reading and acts of charity.
Upcoming
Sunday, February 20th: Meatfare Sunday
Sunday, February 27th: Cheese-fare Sunday

Winter Weather
Please take care with winter weather. Even if services are not canceled, only come if it is
safe for you to travel.

COVID-19
According to the Milwaukee Health Department, the best way to stop the community
spread of COVID-19 is to take preventative action to protect yourself and others:
• Get a COVID-19 vaccine as soon as you can (city.milwaukee.gov/CovidVax). Vaccines are safe and readily available at walk-in clinics throughout the community
for anyone over the age of 12 years old.
• Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth to help protect yourself and others, and stay at least 6 feet apart from others who don’t live with you.
• Avoid crowds and poorly ventilated indoor spaces, and improve ventilation
whenever possible.
• Wash your hands often with soap and water. Use hand sanitizer if soap and water aren’t available.
More information is available from the health department: city.milwaukee.gov/coronavirus

Faults of the Pharisee
Many are the faults of the Pharisee. First of
all, he is boastful, and without sense, for

he praises himself, even though the Sacred
Scriptures cry aloud, “Let a neighbor
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praise you, and not your own mouth: a
stranger and not your own lips” (Prov.
27:2). … Our virtue, therefore, must not be
contaminated with fault, but must be single-minded and blameless and free from
all that can bring reproach. For what profit
is there in fasting twice a week, if you so
doing serve only as a pretext for ignorance
and vanity, and if it makes you prideful,
haughty and selfish? You tithe your possessions and make a boast of it; but in another way you provoke God’s anger, by
condemning men generally on this account and accusing others. And you yourself are puffed up, though not crowned by
the divine decree for righteousness, but on
the contrary, heap praises upon yourself.
For I am not, he says, as the rest of
mankind. Moderate yourself, O Pharisee:
“Set a guard, O Lord, over your mouth,
keep watch over the door of your lips”
(Ps. 140:3).

those skilled in the practice of wrestling
ever crowns himself; nor does any man receive the crown of himself, but awaits the
summons of the arbiter. Lower your pride,
for arrogance is both accursed and hated
by God. Although, therefore, you fast with
puffed up mind, your so doing will not
avail you; your labor will be unrewarded;
for you have mingled dung with your perfume. Even according to the law of Moses
a sacrifice that had a blemish was not capable of being offered to God; for it was
said unto him, “Of sheep, and ox, that is
offered for sacrifice, there must be no
blemish therein” (Lev. 22:21). Since, therefore, your fasting is accompanied by pride,
you must expect to hear God saying, this
is not the fast that I have chosen (cf Isa.
58:5) … You offer tithes, but you wrong in
another way Him Who is honored by you,
in that you condemn men generally. ‘This
is an act foreign to the mind that fears
God.

You speak to God Who knows all things.
Await the decree of the Judge. None of

St. Cyril of Alexandria

Text and cover-icon courtesy of Eastern Christian Bulletin Service
PO Box 3909 – Fairfax, VA 22038-3909
www.ecbulletin.com – Ph: 703-691-8862 – Fax: 703-691-0513

5

